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FN Obedience to your Commands, I have 
I reduced: the Subject of the kit Converſa- 
tion which I had the Honour of ſharing” 


with you at the Chateau * * ** * * *. into the 
Form of a Letter of Advice; or a 8 of 


| Precepts on Morality and Politeneſs. I need 
not here make any formal Preamble, or In- 
traduction to what follows; for that would 
| only be a Repetition of your own Wards, 

= | when yoo ſet me OO" Tafk. r 

| Town that i it a little farpriſcd | me, to re- re- 

ceive ſo grave an Injunction from a Lady ſo 


| young, (for your: Mamma ſays you are not 
| yet Fourteen) _— when you ſo ſtre- 
4 nouſly inſiſted, that i be vety ſerious, 


a + Ba 75 ; þ . * + 
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| and not make Religion and Morality the leaſt 


Part of my Diſcourſe; but when I conſidered 
your Genius, fo like that of your illuſtrious 
Father; and the excellent Methods of im- 
proving it, which, Madam, your Mother has 
ſo prudently followed ; it was no longer a 
Woude er that. your Taſte, and your Judgment, 
ſhould be fo much fu perior to moſt other 
vdung Lidies: I right joftly have ſaid, fo 
mm one in France of your Age. 


IT. has ever been my Opinion, that dba fair 
Sex have their Minds in a, peculiar Manner 
turned for Religion. A Woman, who in 
her Infancy has imbibed juſt and rational No- 


tions of Piety and Virtue, will never, in any 


Circarhſtances of Life, ſuffer her Conduct to 
deviate from her firſt Principles: I with :: 
could ſay as much for the Men in general, 
who too often reaſon themſelves out of ne 
Syſtem into another; maintaining an Hypo- 


theſis to Day, which they can by no Means 
admit of To-morrow. „ e Men almoſt 


always change their Opinions, eſpecially in 


Religion, for others much worſe; {o they 


are equally unfortunate in the Conduct of 
their Lives, which is generally of a | eons 


. their Principles.” en -c *1 n 


rr, Mana, i 1s th nie} noble C Qua 
lication, and the moſt eſſentially neceſſary 
for a fine Lady, but more YO for thoſe. 
on 


1 5 

on whom Heaven has beſtowed the Charms 
of Beauty, which without the Aid 7 Piety, 
is too often fatal to its Poſſeſſors. A young 
Lady runs very great Hazards, and is expoſed | 
to a Thouſand Dangers, of which her Beauty 
is the unhappy, but innocent Cauſe; nor can 

be expected to make a long and vigorous 
Defence, if the is not ſupported by ſomething 
ſtronger than the weak and unſtable Dictates 
Af her own Reaſon: By the Light of this 
only, the makes but a faint Reſiſtance, and 
in ſome unguarded Moment falls a Prey to 
her worſt Enemies; to Enemies who are the 
moſt to be dreaded, as they appear without 
any Thing fierce or frightful about them: 
never making an Attack but in a ſubmiſſixe 
Manner, and with a very fair Appearance, 
as if they had nothing in View, but to ſerve, 
and to pleaſe, though nothing but Ruin 2 
Wen dau their Sueceſs. WW 


On! adie | in former Times, finod,very 
much. upon their Reputation, and their Ap- 

ehenſions for that, dag. well enough for 
Virtue; this indeed, was of very great Ser- 
vice to them, ſince it obliged em to conceal 


their Faults or Weakneſſes, with the utmoſt 
Care and Precaution: Which was, at leaſt, 


ſufficient to preſerve them from Scandal. But 
the Awe and Fear of the World, gave way 
e W e In general, our 


modem 


m 


[6] 
modern Ladies have learned to make them- 
ſelves very eaſy, and think they do a great 
deal, if they can offer a few Excuſes for their 
Weakneſs, by Arguments drawn from the 
Merit of thoſe who ſubdue- them: And fo 


make a tolerable Shift to Patch up a broken 


Character. As for true Honour and Virtue, 
they are often out of the Queſtion, © and not 
having Religion for their Guard, are obliged 
to retire, and leave a weak Woman 1 
to the Mercy of her Paſſions; to which ſhe 
herſelf, perhaps, gave the firſt Riſe, and con- 
tinues to encourage; being neither reſtrain- 
ed by Apprehenſions of Cenſure from the 
World, nor the Fear of being accountable to 
Heaven for her Actions. Let every Lady 
therefore arm herſelf with Piety; I do not 
mean Prudery, which is weak and ſcru 
lous, ſtartling at Names and Shadows; ut 
an exact and ſolid Piety, which will rather 
teach you to diſtruſt yourſelf, than to rail at, 
or cenſure others upon the lighteſt Appear- 
-ances. True Piety is our ſtrongeſt Guard 
and ſureſt Protection; and without this, the 
ſtricteſt Woman in the World, let her Ideas 
of Honour be ever ſo nice, cannot always 


anſwer for the Ry 1 ie of * 
1 | | 


IE Fear of God. is never inconſiſtent 
with Paliteneſs * 1 Behaviour; nay 
| | chere 


. | 
there is a very exact Reſemblance between 
the Simplicity of true Religion, and the 

Plainneſs of good Manners; as well as a Co- 
incidence in their Corruption: And it has been 
often obſerved, that they generally flouriſh and 
decline t ogether. * True Religion manifeſts 
the right 5 [poſition of the Heart towards the 
Supreme Being ; and good Manners properly 
fo called, ſerve. to expreſs our good Will to 
Mankind, And as, through the Artifices of 
ſome, taking Advantage of the Ignorance 0 
others, the Spirit of Religion is almoſt loft in 

. Superſtition and Ceremontes; ſo through 'the 

Pride of Superiors and the Servility of Infe- 
riors, the primitive Inſtitution gf good Man- 
ners is refined inte Plattery, a fantaſtical Be- 
el and zmpertinent Fm. FRIES 


rom Gentility, and goad Milner, are 
always the Reſult of ml Senſe, and there- 
fore à Genius ſo prend as yours, will need 
very little Inſtruction on thoſe Heads. As 
for particular Formalities and Points of Cere- 
mony in Behaviour, they are beſt learned by 
Experience in Converſation, or what is called 
| Kale or knowing the Werld ; and as any 
e Deviations from their Rules, will > 
readily excuſed among People of Senſe, 


7 * BFree-Thinker Vol, I. No. 24. This 
in the Original French, being added by. 
8 with the preceding Part of this 3 F 


you 


\ 


150 jo hot 
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120 
ou ought not to let too much of your Time 
- taken up in ſtudying them. I w 
much rather adviſe you to conſider e Br 
cellency of your Mind, and how much the 


Advantages and Improvements of that are a- 
bove ſuch trifling unctilios: Not but that 


F would have you cloſely adhere to the Rules 
af Decency and Decorum upon all Occaſions, 


nor ſhould you negle to a * er 
bead Accompliſhenent. W | 


r Avr 1s 8 one of che moſt 
amiable and neceſſary e in a Woman: 
J confeſs, indeed, that thoſe who are born 
3 that Advantage, are leaſt expoſed to 

y Diſaſters ; but then, it muſt alſo be 


— that they have leaſt in the Eye of 
the World, to value themſelves upon; and 


let them be never ſo prudent and diſereet, 


| their Virtue ſeems forced and affected, and 
cherefore is but little regarded: And if ever 


they are fo unfortunate as to commit any Ir- 


regularities in ꝓcint of Conduct, they are ſure 


to be looked upon with Contempt; YE mot 
l with open Deriſion. af oh abifioaad 


; You ſhould value 8 care ef your 
. but not make ygurſelf a Slave to it. 
Vou may look upon it as the bountiful Gift 
of Heaven, and be grateful to Providence for 


the hag but * N be "mr to 2 


2 * 
4 


Fog]: 
wich it, when che ſame Pros 
to take it from en Ac. 
compli ſments, and obfwurd Beauties, are 
Ornaments of great Value, when they are 
viewed and conſidered in a proper Li ght; 
when they do- not ereate Pride and ela 
neſs, Diſorder and Luxury; whereby, inſteac 
ofa — ”—_— ann 4 e to the: 


4 


_— Ie I on 

122 10 1 Aare i 6-309 
| alen W ta who by en. 
3 to preſerve or increaſe their Beau 
ty, have occaſioned the utter Ruin of it. 
And yet, it is not' impoſſible that the Beauties 
both of the Body and Mind, may not only: 
be preſerved, but very much improved, by: 
taking due Care, and zuſr of no 
other than natural Methods; Such as propef 
Meats and Drinks, Employments, Exerciſe, 
and Cleanlineſs, Theſe will infallibly promote 
the Health and Beauty of the Body, and en- 


dence thall 


liven the Faculties of the Mind. Whereas? 


Intemperance in Eating and Drinking, un- 
vholſome En tents, violent and difor- 
hw Exerciſe, Ge. will certainly duce* 
nothing but Diſtempers age Blemiſhes- both” 


of the Body. and Mind. +. . 1 4 1 * 37 2 f 


K 1 Ae 2 1 188117 
I i. very besoming i. Parſons! of 15 


Age and Quality-to cultivate and linprove d 


ONS : of Dreſs; Ge. It is not incon- 
| ſiſtent 
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[10] on. 
ſiſtent with Wiſdom. and Prudence to com- 
ply with the Cuſtom and Mode of the Time, 
ovided you go not to the Extremity of it; 
bus rather keep a little on this 25 the Fa- 
ſhion, than aim at exceeding it. Though 


afive all, it muſt be acknowledged, that no 


Harm or Diſorder . can be occafioned by the 


Beauty of a Ribband, the ſparkling of a Dia- 


mond Solitaire, or the Luſtre of a Pendant; 
but an immodeſt Behaviour, an affected Look, 
an inviting Glance, and a premeditated; De- 

to ſacrifice as many Hearts as you can 
to your Pride and Vanity: Theſe indeed are 
dangerous, but the Splendor or Faſhion-of a 
Dreſs only, can never be attended with any 
great Miſchief: For if it were ſo, Madam, 
what terrible Havock would be made amongſt 
the Engliſb Beaus every Time the Milliners 
of Paris ſend over a new Puppet: But we 
never hear any mighty Conqueſts made at 
the Court of London, by « our 1 Mas. 
damoiſelles. D 3:15 4 | 1 i 


i Ie eee es in Le ric, 
0 


and havin g too favourable an ating © 


themſelves, that ſpoils ſo many pretty Wo- 
men by making them Coguets': And is not 
that, Map AM, a glorious Character for a fine 


| Lady, whoſe Soul ought to be as much above 


any Thing mean, or trifling, as her Birth is 
1 * loweſt of the People? It is _—_ - 
| A 


Al 


3 11 ] 
firig to reflect on the many bad Properties 
which conſtantly attend thoſe who come un- 
der that Denomination ; their Wit is gene- 


rally very inſipid, their Souls languiſhing, 


and their Appetites depraved ; nor have they 
any Thing to ſupport and keep their Spirits 
from ſinking, except their Pride and Vanity: 
And if they have ſometimes a little ſhew of 
Reaſon, yet they are abſolutely Strangers tg 
good Senſe; their Judgments and Know- 


ledge are confined within very narrow Limits; 
their Hearts are equally void of Fidelity and 
Compaſſion; their Aims and Deſires have 


no ſolid: Foundation; their Converſation is 
generally trifling and unprofitable; their 
Diſſimulation perpetual, and their Jealouſy: 
quite Ridieulous. They will ſometimes 
pretend to abundance of Goodneſs, which 


vo and then beſtow a few dull Commen+ 
| dations upon others, it is only intended 1 


| ſelves, And to crown all theſe Oddities and 
Follies, : they have invented a whimſical Set E. 
of Words and Expreſſions, which makes a 
pleaſant kind of Gibberiſh; and this they 
uſe at Random in all Sorts of Company ane 
upon all Occaſions: But ſurely this is not 


the Way to pleaſe thoſe, who have any ? Diſ- 
cernment! And ſuch 050 are thoſe whom 
you ſhould deſire to pleaſe: 


pot adviſe mn i de after eyen their Apr 
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[12] 
dation witk too much Concern; 1 could) 
—_— rather wiſh that your intrinſick Merit 
ould, of itſelf, be 5 2 77 en 8 Fe 
ms their Applaute, 


65 Wurz you think fi 6 4 4 off your 
Perſon with mote than ordinary Care, let 
your Dreſs be Such as may rather engage all 
in general, than pleaſe or ratify a a 
Taſte. Let it be your her Care to do 
nothing that may offend the Rules of good 
Manners; D of Modeſty and Pru- 
dence appear in-all your Actions; be affable 
and obliging in your Carriage and Behaviour; 
let your Converſation be eaſy; unaffected, 
and your Words ſew; correct and weigli 
carefully your Thoughts before you utter 
them; 1 your Diſcretion rule over 
Wit, and your Irnagination be regulated by 
. in every: Thing you fay and 
ja 4 ſtrict Regard be had ke” Tac Dies? 
rum and to yb,ẽ Rank and Station in the 
World. Aim not too much at Charming eve. 
ty Body by your Converſation, bat mie | 
—_ againſt its being offenſſve to any one} 
and never let your Reſentment pet the betz 
ter of your good Nature: Remembring al. 
Ways, that your internal Merit is . much : 
pra Value than your Beauty. in 
wy 4311121199 
0 NAnme will certainly be er e 
— he in „„ of your Conduct, * 
515 6 
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ement of (your Notons the only 

Diticaly te in ah proper: Choke of Books 
| There 5 many excellent Authors who have 
the nobleſt Subjects to common C- 
pacities. Such as the SpeHFaclr de i N. 
ture, which is tranſlatod into Enxiiſb . the 
E Te Tillotfon's Sermons; * and many 
os — per to ſnſtruct you in the 
| both to Gop and 
Har" very Solon There ate ſome ef 
a different Natufe which you: may reid 
2 pleaſe; ſuch as Hiſtories, Voyages; and 
ſome innocent. Pieces of Wit: But theft are 
rather to entertain, than inſtruct you, and 
therefore would not adviſe you to ſpend 
deu met e en them, 9 
ou Would cultivate a Taſte for Books! of 
and Devotion: But if you ſhould hape 
pen to take à great liking to claflick-Authorg 

and the modern Belles Lettres; yet never talk 
much about them in Company; for abo 

all Things, avold the Character of a learnet 
Lady, or a Critick. There are ſome Books 
which you v t never to admit! into your Clo- 
ſet, or beſtow any Attention'p in wich 
Rank! ave” moſt of dor Treatiſcs on Abe. 


1141 
ces: The firſt will only perplex your Ideas, 
and give a ſingular Turn to your Thoughts; 
the laſt have never any good Tendency, but 
may very poſſibly infect the Innocence of your 
Mind; and make you ridieulous, —— 
3 oel Men of Senſe pA 


IN ſhort, moſt even ul the! beſt Books, 
are ſeldom preferable to the Converſation of a 
true Friend, who is a Perſon of good Senſe, 
ſolid Experience, and real Virtue; to ſuch a 
one you may, without reſerve, diſcover your 
moſt ſecret Thoughts, and ſhe, by acting with 
the ſame Freedom, and joining her Refle&- 
tions with yours, may become a living Libra- 
_ ry, and of much more Advantage to you than 
a literary one. Such a Friend will teach 
. you, that the beſt Qualification for a Perſon of 
your Sex, is to be poſſeſſed of a Sweetneſs 
and Evenneſs of Temper ; and, with theſe 
good Properties alone, a Lady will always be 


1 to to have Wit and n 


1 no not hive: you dine that I 
uim at confining- the good Senſe of your 
Sex, as if I doubted your Cay cities; I only . 
mean that it is of no mighty Importance 
for a Woman to have a very quick and enter- 
ptizing- Genius; it being only requiſite that 

your Talents ſhould be ſo applied, as to anſwer 
the 1 the uſeful Purpoſes deſigned by the * 


» nm r * ** m . ” "= . *** 
X = ? 8 — — 5 % 
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Prudence, will probably 
thorny Mazes of 1 and. very of 
ten caſt, us upon the Brinks, ae er 


whether Dr. Sy—s'or Mr. F. 
better Preachers or the fineſt Orators? with 


een 
of Nature. For ME happens 30 we ate 
Blinded even with too. much Ligbe, which 
inſtead of guiding us through the Paths of 


us into the 


l of Miſery, and Ruin. . * 


4M ; 


nn 1 would, not. N _ 1 6% too 


1 7 rauen s Vit; neither do I pre- 


tend to inſinuate that you ſhould make yout 
ſelf Company only 25 the grave, or the dull 
Ladies: But 1 . have you conſider, that 
true Wiſdom is the exact Knowledge of your 


Duty, and whatſoever carries a Woman far- 


ther than that, is generally . da p 
or unprofitable. For, pray of what. Conſe- 
quence is it to . Lady tFknow, whether Hor 
mer was a greater Genius. than Mellen, or 
whether Milfan is equal to Hamen? Wes 
ther Fytbagoras firſt. invented ; the , Syſtem 
which bears the Name of Copernicus; 7 2 
r are 


an Hundred other ſuch Queſtions and Points, 
which the Ladies have very little Occaſion: to - 
trouble, ane * e e 
35 K IME er 
"Ir js not very K for me to Pm .: 


| has Temper york ſhould; be. of; yet I could 


wil the Turn of f your Mind was rather ſe- 
rious 


J 
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but its pe 


— are not very Appen of offen 


1 16 1. 
rious than . Not chat the lattet 3s * 
erit; but when you reflect 


How 590 the Seaſon for Mirth 2 away, you 
will have ſome Reaſon to thin that an Air of 


Wiſdom and Diſcretion is, upon the whole, 


much preferable to Mirth and Gaiety. - But 


after all, let not the ſerious Ladies Ft too 


much elated, or value themſelves on whar 


has been faid ; for they have no leſs Reaſon 
than the other to diſtruſt their own, Meri 
and to be'a little apprehenſive for the E 


fects of their a ions and Behaviour. 


The Vivacity Gay, and Airy, wil 
Toon evap Ns and ſpend itſelf; but this is 
not the Caſe with the ſerious : Fot as they 
are more capable of fixed Reſolutions,” 
thoſe who have any Peſigns on them, think 
themſelves ſecure from the Danger of Incon- 
ſtancy; and therefore ſuch Lac ies are more 

xpo 6d to the Slights of the Men, who 1755 


them ſo much, as t0 excite their tots] wy 4 
FOE. 850 | | 


Is” 


: \ 


Love, u Wirt AS opeatince, bath I 
thing i in it, gon looks fo amiable and ſincere 
betwixt Perſons of Merit ; and it is {6 natu- 
ral to love what ſeems Worthy to be loved, 
eſpecially if once you perſwade yourſelves 
that Mien e is Ns hay ee! 


s 


/ 


"Ty 
aer en vine des e ole, Jou wild 
tual Hazard of bein "viidone- by 
your Prep repoſſeſſions in Favour of an agrecable 

etender : And, — theſe Reaſons Fu can 
never be too much upon your iniſt 
a Paſſion, which it is infinltely harder * Te | 
in its Progreſs, that to flifle in Its Birth. 


S493 #72. AE 6.64 
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TOO] the fureſt Means to preſeri 
ourſelf from it, is to cut it ſhort in its very 
gianing; to dread betimes the ill Conſe-- 
quences t at may happen; and to . 
at you are not 4 hurl at" Jout 9 
Diſp! pofal; but that che Laws of "nature: Ba 
plited under the Power of 2 
— onour- and' Obedience ar e due 2 
that your Deſtiny does not {6 — * depet 
on your own Will, as on thoſe who brotgh 
yow into the World" However I do not re- 
eotmmend to ybu 4 melancholy and too fig 
Vurtue, or that you Thould ok Upon Al 
as your” Enemies, or receive their Compli- 
ments 5 pt they e- 6 
travagant; reſs * a reſpect⸗ 
fil” Manner, ON Have er Wel any 
reaſon to be ned” at pos 2 But 2 
main Queſtion | Is, haw Jou ought | to Ae 


them?” © n, 1 
AE 45 . TEE 164.968, 31 Wa 3 #8 els | 12 95 77 7 s 
1 of, is © 
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1 | 
out the Converſation, drop it inſenſibly; re- 
turning them a ſhort Anſwer of two or three 
Words, ſpoken in a genteel obliging Manner, 
and then turn off the ene to een 
Aer. 


Ir is — 5 n gr Ladies to 7 CLI 
to ſhew the Quickneſs of their Wit by the 
Smartneſs of their Repartees, but this is what 
very ſeldom, if ever, meets with the ſerious 
Approbation of People of Senſe. . - In. theſe 
ſharp ſort of Converſations, it is often incon- 
venient, if not always improper to return any 
Anſwer at all; tis ſufficient if it appears from 
2 Look or a Geſture, that you underſtand 
them, and. are only ſilent becauſe you are 
diſcreet. You will find ſuch a Reſervedneſs 
to be much more commendable, than may 
at firſt be imagined: For, in ſhort, as eve 
ry one is naturally pleaſed with his own 
Thoughts, and as they ſometimes crowd; ups 
on us ſo very faſt, that we are ready to flaſh out 


-ppon every Body round us; ſo it is no ſmall 


Argument of our Judgment and good Con- 
duct, if we are able to ſtifle our ne to 
* flirting bort of Wi. I „ To” ut 


* Ty Pe ; 
— 4 


How unhappy i is It, 2 Woman to wang. 
good Nature! this agreeable complaiſant Quali- 
ty is ſo neceſſary for a Lady of tire. C — . — 
ithout it, were . che grave Bea Dew 
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Woeld,.. it would be impoſlible. for you, ta 
meet with general Eſteem: Which if you 


intend to acquire, you mult carefully avoid be- 
ing witty upon any one, ſo far as to give them 


— r leſt they or their F mne 
. ee een ee 
er 62 Fi 5 8 an 


"To imaginer that Wit and 23 Natute. are 
incompatible, is an Error introduced by hs 
ill Nature of the Age we live in: For —— 4 
quires a great deal more Wit to ſpeak. well, 
than to ſpeak. ill of any one. But ſuppoſe it 
were note ſo, is it not better to abate * 
thing of the Sprightlineſs of your Wit, than 
ta make a Blaze of it at the Expence of your 5 
Neighbour? Eſpecially ſince you will — 
by giye her juſt Cauſe to make Reprizak up- 
ns LORE age ay. * End, 


ATE. is 8 bad 8 
Ladies, ought to beware f. 
Hatred are its ee ee Sh 
are two very Toperties 
I acquainted. with any ill Habits whi 


CO mm that are io 
baſe and unworthy as theſe. There are ma- 
ay of your Sex who cannot, endure. that Men 
ſhould ſpeak well of others before 1 

and this is ſo generally obſerv'd, that m 
Gentlemen take care to avoid that Error, vw 
D ey 


of A. 

they are in Company with Ladies for whom 
they have any Regard : But is not this a ve- 
ry great Weakneſs? Is it not a Shame that 
you > ſhould think your own Beauties or- good 
Qualities injured, or deſtroyed, by the Com- 
mendations which we beſtow on another? 
has no Woman in the World a Right to our 
— pliments except yourſelf? If you think 

ou deſerve thoſe Praiſes, which we give 
rt ta! in your Preſence ; ought you not to 
be well — to hear yourſelf commended 
in their Perſons, without - offending your 
own Modeſty, or putting you to-the Expence 
of a Bluſh? And what harm is it to you, if 
we ſhould er to flatter another? If we 
are rather too favourable to them, is that any 
real Injuſtice to you? But the good Opinion 
which every Woman has of herſelf will hear 
no reaſoning upon this Point: They will ever 
let their Tongues looſe upon ſuch a Lady, if 
2 know any Thing againſt her; nay tis 

well if they do not fall into down right 
Ca ny: She hears of it again, and will 
not fail: to retaliate in her Turn; and thoſe. 
who have ahy Ends to ſerve, preſently take 
Advantage of this Miſunderſtanding betwixt 
them. And thus many of our cenſorious 
Ladies, by expoſing and tearing other Peo- 
ple's Reputation to er ou at oy e 
he 4 Ss 2 
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MATRIMONITAL Jealouſy is ſtill more 2 
| ben than the former as it is more * 
to produce much worſe Effects. : 
Diſeaſe is ſometimes of ſo malignant a Na- ; 
ture, and ſo ſtrongly fixed and rooted in the 
Mind, that the wiſeſt Precautions a Man can 
take againſt i it, or the moſt earneſt Endeavours 
to overcome. it, will not be ſufficient to ex- 
tinguiſh it; but this Paſſion is commonly more 
_ owing to the doubtful, or indifferent Reputa- 
tion, which a young Lady may have contract - 
eld before Marriage, than from any other Cauſe 
afterwards.” Therefore an unmarried Woman 
can never be too cautious, or watchful over 
her -own Conduct; nor ought ſhe to let a 
ſingle Day oo without a a ſtriet anne | 
of herſelf. f 


n you ever be ſo e as to 
1 0 a Huſband who is not ſo faithful to you 
as he ought, you need not behave as if you 
were quite inſenſible of it; for by ſeeming 
ſo indifferent about it, he might think you 
had no Kindneſs or Affection for him. The 
moſt prudent Method, and the moſt likely 
to reclaim him, will be to make a few Com- 
plaints; but take care that they be not too 
ſharp or violent; endeavour” to bring him 
back to you by gentle Means, and rather 
ſtrive to move him by tender affectionate 
Expreſſions, —_— the Hazard of i . 
r 2 
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bim by a warm or bitter Reſentment. But 
If ( to his own as well as your Misfortune) he 


that if you cannot keep Poſſeſſion of his Heart, 


themlelves 1 in the Affair, and ſeem very 
8 concerned for her Misfortune: One tells her, 


1. is very ſurprixing that ſuch a Perſon as. ſhe 


At other Times they full to counſelling and 


55 
i { 


, 
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perſiſts, you ſhonld manage it ſo at leaſt; 


you may, however, preſerve his Efteem: And 

he does not love you more than every 
other Woman, he will always treat you with 
Reſpect, and ſome er e- 603 


_ - 


a "Wing: ei ht String... 
and ſeems tolerably agreeable in the Eye of 


the World; happens to have —— 
ſtandings with her Huſband, ſhe. will pre- 


1 — K— 
much 


is, fo capable of making any Man happy, ſbould 


"be ſo ill treated by a Huſband : Another fays, 
it is very frange, 'that a Man (who ought to 


Woes wo or "the ſake f ſuch a 
Wife) ſhould prefer — obo ig not . 4 
deſerving, before ber; an that this plainly 
covers the depraved Appetites of ' Huſhands. 
And to theſe they will add an Hundred other 
Stories, which generally gain to much credit 
with the Wife; who looks upon all this Tat- 
tle as the Effects of their Friendſhip for her. 


Viving their Advice, whether they are 'aſked . 
 _ * 9 ſays one, Fthink 
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IS. 
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=” 
vou ought to let my Lord——, or Ma. 
n born 
ble of the Injuſtite that is done you.z Tat 
<: really the Fault lies all at his ©wn Door's - 
85 —ů to ä how Lac br i is 
blind nee fr uit raping © : 
« its 4 lade of: een CM: or upon my 
« Word, Madam, ſuch a Repri at this, 
ic has ſometimes. a better E upon Hus- 
* bands than Patience; and in m if they 
2 will continue i n ſuch ill Courſes, they de- 
| mpg their Wives ſhould alſo diſ- 
penſe, a little, with that Fidelity which was 
« mutually promiſed at their firſt coming to- 
©. gether.” Thus theſs worthy Friends, and 
moſt truſty Confidants, get, by degrees, into 
ber Heart; . 
belongs to the Huſband. | 
1 Wesen de Felictic ieee 


how eres thee the the For it 
| r ——— lea 
with hearing ourſelves piticd for our 8 

but yet Virtue: oblüges every V an to 
ſuch Afflictions with as much Ratiencn as pf 
-fible : Nor ſhould ſhe, on any Pretence hi- 
1 a 
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T | 
is never to-admit of any Diſcourſes of that 
Nature. If ſhe ſpeaks well of her Hus 


band, when every Body knows he does not 
ueſſerve it, ſhe will either paſs for a Fool, or 


a Hypocrite; and if ſhe complains, who can 


help her? Women do not naturally love one 


another; their ill Politicks generally ſet them 
at Variance: And, by what I have already 
obſerved, you may eaſily perceive the Dan- 
ger of exiting, ' and giving way to the Com- 

fon of the Men. Nor is the reſpect that 
is due to Perſons of your high Quality always 
a ſufficient Security : In this Age, MAD AM, 


the Men will dare to undertake a great deal; 


and if they once get but a little Ground, — 
are too oſten bold eve venture much 
farther. 2 ; ; 


WuAr an unhappy — is this, which 
obliges the two Sexes thus to diſtruſt one ano- 


ther; putting a Bar between thoſe who ought 


to be united by the moſt innocent and gene- 
rous Friendſhip! A Man of Honour indeed, 


is incapable of attempting any Thing, cooly | 


and deliberately againſt your Virtue, but vw e 
Men are apt, inſenſibly, to go farther than 


perhaps we at firſt intended: To Day we are 
entirely actuated by Humanity and Compaſ- 
An, which" to morrow changes into Love, 
and then we can no longer anſwer for ovt- 
ſelves therefore the ſureſt way is to have 
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_— 1 
n particular Intimacy with a Man whom: 
you have the lealt Nen to laſpedt.} © 


( Dow ＋ imagine, Mane chat 1 wooks 
prohibit a. fair Correſpondence or Converſi⸗ 
tion, with ſuch Gentlemen as v may be 
obliged to receive Viſits from; and to entertain; 
for it may be neceſſary ſometimes to admit, an 
place a great Confidence in a particular Friend, 
vho may be capable of ANY and aſſiſting 
you with good Counſel. My chief In- 
tention, is only to put you on-your. Guard, 
and give you a juſt Notion of the! Care and 
Caution with which you ought to proceed in 
ſo delicate an Affair: For it is a difficult Mat- 


346] 


ter, and very hard for a Virtue anda Paſſion, 


ſo cloſely related to each other, to perſiſt ve- 
y long in obſerving a due Distance, and to 

ent the one from encroaching upon the 
other. And therefore, it is highly neceſfary; 
whenever you take a Man into your Friends 
ſhip and Confidence, that you chuſe one of 
Trek an A Feng of ſuch known Worth and 
Probity, may receive his Viſits with 
Ae ene Security, and Ree 2 
35 we og. Os: of Decenicy... 339 


it > OM N is 0 wir . 
that even the greateſt L ee have tus 
ways preſerved à Reſpect for it: And if we 


cet any Thing — its" Laus, v 
are 
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3 but another Quality which, 


- its: Conſequences; and is more properly called 


rcd, ee eee 


| 4 26 1 
are univerſally condemned. It & neay.p- ” 
hated to good: e and proceeds from 
our Er Averſion to whatſoever is under- 


by the Words aer diſagreeable, 


aeg 5, ill Manners, &c. And yet we are 


very often Miſtaken in che judgment which, 
we form, and the Value we ſet upon this 


Quality; for great Faults are alten found to lie 


hid under the faireſt A But. how- 
ever, if, in our Conduct, take — — 
up to che Rules of Decora, we may ſecure 


 qurſelves, at leaſt, from publick Cenſure; for 


Mankind not being able to penetrate into the 
Secrets of the Heart, are well enough ſatis- 
fied, if our uta e en a, __ 


5 
\ $4 Din by „ 1 


7 -: | 7 


Ri oe” el ie Weakuek which the Ge- | 


netality of your Sex, whether married, or un- 


married are guilty of: I do not mean that na- 
_ and uſeful Principle of Self-Lyve, which 
in the Mind of every human 


rwch differs from it, both; in its Nature and 


being in love with one's ſelf. Above all Things 
never let this be your weak Side; for nothing 
can make a Lady look mors ridiculous, than 


to fancy that a Man'cannetlook on her, with- 


out being in love: For, in ſhort, this Vanity 


T0271]! 
tion * Defire that every iden ſhould hall 
be ſo. Prudes and Coguets, are equally cul- 
pable in this Reſpect; and if you would a- 


void the Charater-of either, have à care of 


falling in love with yourſelf.” Let your Beau- 


ty be never ſo great, yet be not too credulous, 
nor pleaſe yourſelf too much with the Cem 


7 of the Men on that ſcore: Nor rum 
the Hazard of being tempted to ſet too great 


a Value on ' yourſelf, 46g will Oy : 


turn out een, 9g | 
nab vinkans Wamit 8 | obliged, by 

the-Laws ee Godin cond ei 

lic, to treat the Paſſion of a Man of Merit, 


Juſtice, and a proper Return of Tender» 


neſs; for what Honour can a Woman gain 
by uſing ſuch a one ill, or making Man 
, who loves her ſincerely ? But, on 
the-other Hand, if either his being diſagree- 
able to yourſelf, or the Circumſtances of Fami- 
ly, Fortune, Friends, or the like, ſhould 
make it improper to give him Encourage- 


ment; vou ought by no means to admit Hm 
do the leaſt Intimacy, or ſo much as tg ma 


2 Declaration. In ſhort, for your own fake 


2 as his, you: fhould newer give him an 
pportunity, either in Perſon or by Letter, to 


: lay open his Paſſion : But on the- Contrary, 


2 ſhould, 


you: ought induſtriouſſy to avoid . his Com- 
Sang leſt the Sight of a Perſon Wo is, or 
retends to be miſerable for your take, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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[28] 
ſhould, * degrees incroach on your own Reſt; 
and, by exciting your Compaſſion, create at 


length a Tenderneſs for him, which may 
8 W 80 


Abano all the Frailties of your 804, 5 
rrofity and Revenge are the moſt dangerous. 
How many ſuperſtitious Notions and Errors 
are the Effect of the firſt, and how many: 
Crimes, and how much Repentance are cau- 
ſed by the laſt? If a Man happens to fall un- 
der a ” Woman's Diſpleaſure, the firſt Thing 
that occurs to her Mind, upon this Occaſion, 
is Revenge: In order to which ſhe: takes ſome: 
other Perſon to her Aſſiſtance; if it be a Man, 
as is generally the Caſe, ſhe gives him a 
1 tage over her; for by telling her 
| ſhe makes him the Confident of her 
Weakneſs; and where ſhall, we find. thoſe 
who are ſo credulous, or know / ſo little of the 
World, as to believe that this Friend is to 
venture his Life, his Quiet, or his Fortune. 
without the Expectation hairy Kind of | 


Recomponce' Di l eh 
; | A. 4 +. 54.4 -- 


- You maſt nan sk W Gina: 


Ceoſure by the Reſpect that is due to Perions 
of ay barre we! in « critical Age, 
and Scandal fpares no body from the Prince 
bi rear amet 1 een eee 


FS 


# 


| [#9] 

Perſons may chance to lie concealed under 
the Shelter of their own Obſcurity; but 
the Caſe is otherwiſe with People of Rank, | 
whoſe Elevation expoſes them to the Eye of 
the World. Let not then the Violence of 
your Reſentment ever carry you ſo far, a8 
to expoſe you to much greater Diſorders and 
Misfortunes, ey: r. 1 _ Vas, to 


r e N : 


dere ore 1 55 
great rs,” wou 

dart not to diſoblige any Body; for if they 
— Rule to do, or ſay, 
chat may give Offence to their Friends or Ac- 
quaintance, they would ſeldom be affronted 
themſelves, and conſequently have noreaſonable 
Mdotives for Reſentment or Revenge: Lis 
true indeed, there may be ſome People in the 5 
World, who are monſtrous and vile enough 
to uſe you | ill, let your own Behaviour) be 
never ſo inoffenſive: But this id a-Migfortung 
to which we are all lable, and to We Bid 
muſt all ſubmit; and the beſt. Wa | 
cute yourſelf out of it, is to 40 ll fe x 
2* F rd beneath — | 
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_ Exceſs, or abandons herſelf to Laſciviou 
neſs : And indeed, this laſt bad Property i is but 
too often found among the many bad Effects 


[30] 
Women have, is by no Means to be allow- 
ed of. How vain and fooliſh is it · in any one 
to think of undrawing that Curtain which God 
has p laced betwixt himſelf and us? Would you 


— what will happen to you hereafter, con- 


ſult your own Conduct: Tis true, Fortune; or 
Accidents will ſometimes prevail 2 — | 
dence; but this does not always happen, for, ge- 
nerally, our good or ill Management have the 
greateſt Share in producing the moſt materi- 


al Occvrrences of Life. But if an y Thing ſu- 


periour to this has an Influence over our Af. 


fairs, it can be no other than the over ruling 
Hand of Providence; and whatever: that: ſees 


proper for us, we ought to ſubmit and re- 
fign ourſelves to. Vou may very well. live 
eaſily under the Uncertainty of your Fate, ſince 


you have the Wiſdom, and Goodneſs and AlE 


ee of ane to a N of you. 
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Ante eue Opiniomyoaght to-botwhks 


a upon as vicious in ĩts own Nature, becauſe it 


never can produce any Good, (but may, and 


often does, produce very bad) Effects. I ir. 


cerely think that a Lady who is addicte. 
this Vice, 4s worſe than ſhe who ——— 


of Gaming! tis inpotiible-10-ſpeak worſe of 
fame Hancke * it 3 or to — 
| - x __ 


: 


3 


not a 


Us, 20 ihe! 
rate is helf te * which Sen! | 


rally attend it. It diſturbs the Paſſions, over- 
| heats the animal Spirits, cauſes moſt 
inward Agitations -; and is ever attended w 


Impatience and Anger. I Wiſh every = 


man would"confult her Glaſs, when the is in 
ſuch a Ferment; ſnhe might then gueſs at the 
Diſtraction of her Mind, by the Diſorder of 
her Countenance: And, perhaps, the Concern 
which ſhe might have for her Beauty, "might 
work a better Effect upon her, than Ser 
e Redo gould ever bave dor * 
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| Boy: admiting # Woman bag ii 


e hard Trial ln "Ml Num ; vet is it 
very great Folly, as well as injurious. to 
Horſelf, or Huſband,” to hazard the Loſs-of 
duch confideruble Sams: as would, 


purchaſe many rational and innocent Plea. 
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Fares,” or procure” many Family Convenien- a 


ces, which Ladies, even of the higheſt Rank, 
are ſometimes forced to deprive themſelve of, 
ky Hand 


to repair the Damages of an unlucky 
of s Beſides, how -much does a Lal 


2 that Reſpect which is due to her, by 
occaſioning ſo many Perplexities and DiC- 


1 to herſelf and her Friends, as are 
when once ſhe abandons hetſelf 7” this Trade 


Þ 1 it no better a Name, and een 


this 


e natural Conſequenoes of Play? In ſhort, 8 
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this i is too honourable) ſhe bids mt 
fy, to Diſcretion, - to good Humour, to the 
ary Duties of private Oeconomy, and 

e Preiervation of Order and Decency in a 
i. which, muſt be always unſettled, and 
in Confuſion, for want of due Cate and good 
Management! She then loſes her Credit, -and 
becomes ſcandalous in the Eyes of the good 
and ſenſible Part of Mankind: But, even this 
ig nat the 2 * her Extravagancies and 
c 7 . — will certainly expoſe her to the juſt 
eſentments and Reproaches, if not the down= 
right Hatred, of her Huſband: Which of all 
Misfortunes, is the worſt that can poſſibly 
Happen to a Woman] And- therefore, ſhe 
ou t carcfully to cloſe up every viſible. Inlet 
10. is Calamity, and — and Guard, 
with the niceſt Precaution againſt it: Tit 
Bt Intereſt Ban and ſhe 22 
ook upon it *. 7. RI - 
. this is principal Part. * e 


I QUSNESS is. Pasta which, 4 in ge 
we i very ane ee neren: - 
when ine . Affluence of Fortune, it is 

ible. to (Akers rg apt: for- * 5 
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„ 
ta any one. It is 3 benen to 
every ſocial Virtue, as well as to every Chriſtian, 
ar moral Duty. When once the Mind of Man 
is ſubjected to this Vice, adieu to all Juſtice, 
Friendſhip, good Nature, Com! 
paſſion, Generofity, and Gratitude; we have 
no longer any regard to the Welfare ef dur 
Fellow /- Creatures; we become infenfible to'the: 
Miſeries of others ; we are deaf to the Cries; 
and blind to the Neceſlities, af the Poor and 
Unfortunate ;- our Hearts 8 ee 
Humanity, and not to be influenced by 
other Motives, than thoſe He a: Hm Tak, | 
nen r * 

On the other Hand, it — 
dre ſhould be laviſh of our up- 
an undeſerving Objects; for even Princes 

themſelves may Embarras their Affairs by: 

too great a Profuſion; - Many have ſquander- 
ed away their Revenues, aud reduced thems 
ſelves to very great Straits, eſe | 
1 py 
e Dr tinction. 
Ness e e wed, 
are only fo many Marks of a weak Judgment: 
But, by affifting the Unfortunate; or relieving 
the Wants of the Diſtreſſed, we act accords 
ing 10 the true Principles of Honour and Gebe 
ality Pegs can prove us truly noble and 
= Jas ; tis EINE * — 15 
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reflect the greateſt Luſtre upon the high Born 
and the Rich, and make even the Splendour 
and Charms of Magnificence, appear as Trifles 
and Gew-gaws, fit only to pleaſe and ad 
he oftcntatious OP of little Os 

As for Gallantry, 1 mould: rig you. Jook 
upon it, in no other light, than as a meer 
Bagatelle, fit only for your Diverſion when 
you: cannot find a more innocent Amuſe». 
ment; your Heart and Mind ſhquld have no 
Part in-this ſort of Entertainment ., But 
here, methinks I hear you cry. ut, * bat: 


muſt we neither have Learning, nor Gallantry. 
nor Love | What then? mu We talk of no- 


ching but Head Dreſſes and Petticoats? Why 


really, Map AM, theſe trivial Subjects, che 


lable to much Impertinence and Folly, are 


at leaſt innocent, and natural to the Sex: and 
for that Reaſon, inay be preferred before ma- 


ny others. But a Lady of your Taſte and Wit 


Will always find ſomething; where with to a- 
muſe yourſelf and Companions, which may 


5 be inſtructive and entertaining, without 
g yourſelf to Cenſure, or looſing the 


Dutation of a Wit. : For the more Wit you 

are : Miſtreſs of, the leſs  Occafion is there 
fr our taking any Care to ſhew it. Modeſt7 
ſomething in ĩt ſo ſoſt and engaging, that 


eren Envy itſelf is often diſarmed by it: But 
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-liffatent Ee And; let it . 4 
by newer fo Went ene e 
S * WT * Ad * hh 1 = 
95 \ You he objects that a Cone 
allows no Time for Reflection: But, to this 
T answer, that you: have Time enough, 1 
3 * . an Hour in a Bay 0 


yGuftly be charge 
| ban lock with hidignation, ——— — 


Ambition with tlie 


Compaſs of their 


king it the grand Object of their Care, But 
ſurely it would much more become a Lady 
of Rank and Fortune, fel du berſelf, and 


the Means which Providence has put into her 
—_ K in a worthier Manner; by ſeeking - 


ortunity of doing as much Good, as 
og Lens 11 hes Powers By exert- 


ing berſelf and her Abilities in Acts of Bene- 


volence and Charity; in diſtinguiſhing her- 


ſelf from the Vulgar bs the Greatneſs of her 
Seu, joined with that Wolleſty and Humili- 


which are the greateſt Ornaments of a Wo- 
man, let her Birth and Quality be never ſo 


High. 'To conclude, give me 2 MADAM, 
F to 
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ts. And-limit „ 


aces ; cqmem̃ platin | 
that important Subject their Beauty, and ma- 
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Wh 2 - ts „ to you, an excellent Saying of | 
1 1 Titus ; I bave bad the Miri 
| SE tune, ſays he, 70 looſe one. whole Day, out of 
BY: the feu that I have to live; for having done 
1 1e good in it to any Body, T cannot be ſaid to 
Bave lived at all, ſeeing 7 paſſed it to no valua- 
| vl Pur poſe. How: generous ! how . noble 18 
+ this Sentiment! and how much does it raiſe 
18 the Author of it above the Degree of a Mor- 
tal ? May it make a lively and laſting Im- 
eſſion on your Heart; a may you never | 
have more Occaſion than Titus had, to la. b 
ment that ever you let a ſingle Day paſs with 
e ſome 25 CO or emp @ oe 
—1 his 18 
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